Adrian Hart - Violin

Adrian Hart is a violinist living and working in Dublin. He studied violin with Eta Cohen, Leeds, and attended the Purcell School of Music, London, Royal Irish Academy of Music, Dublin, and recently completed a Masters in Music Technology at Trinity college, Dublin. Adrian is a teacher of both classical violin and traditional fiddle. Playing Irish traditional fiddle, North-American traditional fiddle, eastern-European music and contemporary music, Adrian has played professionally in groups around Ireland, Europe and North-America. Playing Irish traditional fiddle he has performed with Geal Sli, the Wolfetones and Martin Furey. With Oldtime-Cajun band Prison Love he has performed alongside Dirk Powell and the Foghorn String Band. The band recently played Glastonbury Festival, 2008. With the eastern-European music group Yurodny he has performed alongside Boban Markovitch, Mihaly Borbely, Miklos Lukac, and Mahala Raï Banda. 

Eamonn Galldubh - Uilleann Pipes and Flute

Eamonn Galldubh began playing traditional music on the tin whistle at age eight, moving on to the uilleann pipes and later flute. While traditional music is his first love, he has pursued an interest in other musical forms, playing saxophone while studying jazz performance at Newpark College of Music in Dublin. He enjoys working both as a session player and performing as a solo artist. Eamonn has recorded and played live with artists including Clannad, Riverdance, Moya Brennan, Cara Dillon, Damien Dempsey, Ragus, Hazel O Connor, Rua, Druid Theatre and the RTE Concert Orchestra as well as writing and recording his own compositions. 

Kate Ellis – Cello

Kate Ellis is a cellist based in Dublin. Working extensively within all genres of contemporary, classical and improvised music, she is a member of the Crash Ensemble, one of Ireland's most dynamic and innovative performance groups and tours with the Karan Casey Band. She also performs with the Balkan inspired Yurodny Octet. Before coming to Dublin Kate was a pupil at the Purcell School in London and attended the Royal College of Music Junior Department. She then completed a B.A in Music Performance at the Royal Irish Academy of Music where she graduated with first class honours. 

She has performed with Opera Theatre Company, VOX21 and the Bridgewood Ensemble, toured and recorded with songwriters Adrian Crowley, Declan de Barra, Miriam Ingram, Julie Feeney, jazz vocalist Dorothy Murphy and electronic outfit Hulk. Kate has broadcast frequently on radio and television with both the Crash Ensemble and Karan Casey. Kate's solo work with the Crash Ensemble has focused  upon the use of extended techniques and live performances with pre-recorded tape, most notably the Irish premiere of Steve Reich's Cello Counterpoint at the RTE Living Music Festival 2006, in a  performance which Reich himself singled out for high praise. Kate is currently a workshop facilitator for the Education and Outreach programme at the National Concert Hall in Dublin.  

Mel Mercier - Bodhrán and Bones

Mel Mercier is recognized as one of Ireland’s leading percussionists. He is a senior lecturer in Music at University College Cork, where he specialises in Irish traditional music, ethnomusicology, Javanese gamelan, Indian classical music and Ewe dance drumming (Ghana). Mel is the Director of the UCC Javanese gamelan Nyai Sekar Madu Sari. As a Bodhrán and Bones player Mel has performed and collaborated extensively with pianist and composer Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, and with John Cage and the Merce Cunningham Dance Company (Roaratorio, Inlets, Duets).  Music composition for the theatre includes: The Powerbook (Royal National Theatre/Paris/Rome); Medea (Abbey Theatre/West End/Broadway/Paris/Rome – Drama Desk Nomination, USA); Julius Caesar (Barbican/Paris/Madrid/Luxembourg); Readings (Paris/Rome/Amsterdam); Fewer Emergencies (The Royal Court, London); The Merchant of Venice and A Midsummer Night's Dream (Co-composed with Linda Buckley, Corcadorca, Cork.); Happy Days (NT London/Greece/Paris/Madrid/New York/Amsterdam); Woyzeck (Corcadorca, Cork); and The Hour We Knew Nothing of Each Another (NT London). Other music commissions include: Telephones and Gongs (2004), Kelly and Andy (2005), and Tiga (Co-composed with Irene Buckley), all for UCC Gamelan Ensemble, and Panarama (Signature Music for Cork 2005: European Capital of Culture).  
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